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Journey of St PaulTOUR 5

pilgrim highlights

 + Visit several sites of St Paul’s Second 
Missionary Journey through land and sea 
along the pages of Acts chapters 16-18.

 + Stand in the very places of St Paul’s 
preaching and prayerfully explore the 
preserved ruins of Ancient Corinth, Philippi 
and Thessaloniki.

 + Marvel at the living Byzantine Monasteries 
of Meteora spectacularly suspended atop 
rocky pinnacles and still occupied by hermits 
since the 11th century.

 + Spiritually themed focus on the trials and 
triumphs of Paul & the various people 
groups and communities of the early church.

 + An intriguing stay in Corinth beside the 
ancient port of Cenchreae where St Paul 
embarked frequently on Mission.

 + Enjoy a priviledged 2 night stay on the Holy 
Island of Patmos and enter the actual cave 
where St John wrote the Book of Revelation.

 + Explore the wonders of Ephesus where St Paul 
lived and preached for more than three years.

(B) = Breakfast (L) = Lunch (D) = Dinner 

wvw

The Acts of the Apostles come alive as we join St Paul and his companions in the 
places of his Second Missionary Journey and rediscover the faith and struggles of 
the early Christian communities. Rekindle our passion for the Gospels as we capture 
afresh the fervour and spirit of the Church’s greatest Evangelist.

12
DAYS

from (AUD)

$4,790 22 
MEALS

air inclusive from

$6,780 DAILY
MASSES

ITINERARY A  
DAY 1: ARRIVE ATHENS
Athens today is the thriving capital of Greece, 
but, more importantly, we have entered into the 
world of the New Testament where St Paul and 
his companions established the first Christian 
communities throughout his four missionary 
journeys. 
Athens overnight (D)

DAY 2: ATHENS 
The Athenians - Paul came to teach the 
philosophers that there is in fact a God who is real 
and can be known!
We begin our pilgrimage with a tour of 
Christian Athens including the Acropolis, 
the Areopagus and the Ancient Agora  
where Paul preached about Jesus and the 
resurrection.
Later we will come to the New Acropolis 
Museum with its celebrated exhibition of Greek 
antiquities and statues which vividly illustrate the 
myriad of pagan Gods Paul was battling against. 
After a rest back at our hotel we will enter the 
lively Plaka district to dine this evening at a 
typical Greek Taverna with live Athenian music 
and atmosphere.
Mass Setting: St Denis Cathedral. 
Athens overnight (BD)

DAY 3: CORINTH
The Corinthians - It was here the Lord spoke to 
Paul and told him to ‘speak … no one will attack 
you’ (Acts 18:9-10); many were baptized and came 
to believe. 
Set out towards Corinth today as we firstly 
come to the world renowned Olive Grove 
of the Nikolaou Family dating back to 1833. 
Learn more about the ancient tradition of olive 
oil production techniques going back centuries. 
Onwards to the great ancient outdoor theatre 
of Epidaurus where we will marvel at the 
architectural symmetry of this 4th Century BC 
structure built by the architect Polykleitos.

Enjoy our afternoon exploring Ancient 
Corinth  where Paul lived for two years as a 
tentmaker. Visit here the ancient ruins and see 
the site where he preached the Gospel from the 
Rostrum. See the Peirene fountain, and the 6th 
century BC Temple of Apollo before an outdoor 
Mass in this stunning pilgrimage setting. 
We retire this afternoon to our hotel adjacent 
to the ancient Port of Cenchreae where St Paul 
set sail for Syria after making a personal vow 
and shaving his head. (Acts 18:18)
Mass Setting: Outdoors in Ancient Corinth. 
Corinth overnight (BD)

DAY 4: VIA HOSIOS LOUKAS TO METEORA 
We travel north today to spend time at the 
remarkable Byzantine Monastery of Hosios 
Loukas, built in the 10th century on the slopes 
of Mt Helikon and overlooking a picturesque 
valley teeming with olive trees. In 1990 
UNESCO included this site on their World 
Heritage List. On arrival we will celebrate an 
outdoor Mass here in the grounds of the walled 
Monastery before being taken on a guided tour 
of the Churches, crypt and surrounds where 
we admire the amazing frescoes and mosaics 
with their characteristic gold background 
dating back to the 11th Century. 
We continue north this afternoon to the small 
town of Kalambaka built at the foot of the 
majestic grey rocks of Meteora.
Mass Setting: Hosias Loukas Monastery. 
Kalambaka overnight (BD)

DAY 5: METEORA EXPLORATION
The Monastics - The Meteora monasteries were 
inspired by the monks’ love of God and a life 
striving to become open to the Fathers heart 

PREVIOUSLY: ST PAUL & THE EARLY CHURCH

“It just brought scripture alive to me.  
I’m not a holy roller but I could sit there 

and really appreciate the scriptures, more 
than I’d ever done in my life!”   

— Helen Dingle

ITINERARY B  WITH CRUISE: MAY/JUL/OCT
Athens (2) • Epidaurus • Corinth (1) • Hosios 
Loukas • Meteora (2) • Berea • Kavala (1) • Philippi 
• Thessaloniki (1) • Aegean Cruise (4): Mykonos, 
Ephesus, Patmos, Rhodes, Crete, Santorini.
Itinerary: www.harvestjourneys.com/stpaulB 

ITINERARY A  WITH ISLAND STAY + : JUN/SEP
Athens (2 Nights) • Epidaurus • Corinth (1) • 
Hosios Loukas • Meteora (2) • Berea • Kavala (1) 
• Philippi • Thessaloniki (1) • Kos Island • Patmos 
Island (2) • Ephesus (2) • Kusadasi.

Optional 3-Night Istanbul & Gallipoli Pre-tour

Optional 3-Night St Paul in Malta Post-tour 
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through monastic life and 
asceticism.
We spend some time today 
marvelling at this unique phenomenon of 
nature – 24 perpendicular rocks where 600 
years ago Byzantine monks chose to worship 
God and build their cave-like Monastic 
community of Meteora.  We will visit some of 
these living monasteries by foot and view the 
extraordinary collection of priceless religious 
frescoes and other treasures that will certainly 
make this a remarkable day.
Enjoy some free time this afternoon.
Mass Setting: Kalambaka. 
Kalambaka overnight (BD)

DAY 6: VIA BEREA TO KAVALA
The Bereans - The Jews ‘received the message with 
great eagerness and examined the Scriptures daily 
to study the merits of all Paul had preached to 
them.’ (Acts 17:11) 
Today we journey north by coach to Berea 
(modern Veria). The “Bema” - an impressive 
monument to Paul - is believed to incorporate 
the steps from the original synagogue from 
which he preached the gospel to the Jews, who 
welcomed the word of God and began to study 
the Scriptures (Acts 17:10-12). 

 A small church was established here and we 
will also view the ‘hidden churches’, a collection 
of about 20 Byzantine structures, camouflaged 
in the form of barns from the invading 
Ottoman Turks.
The Thessalonians - St  Paul preached during the 
winters of 49-50AD and wrote the two epistles to 
the ancient Thessalonians.
Our time this afternoon in Thessaloniki will 
include the ramparts of the city, the triumphal 
Arch of Galerius, as well as the Rotunda 
where we can see pieces of the pulpit from 
which Paul preached. View the Roman Agora 
where he also preached. Nearby we shall visit 
St Demetrios’ Church dedicated to a Roman 
soldier who converted to Christianity and was 
later martyred. View its valuable mosaics and 

frescoes before descending in to the crypt 
where we find the remains of some ancient 

Roman baths and streets.
Finally travel along the ancient route of the 
Apostle Paul to the port city of Kavala (ancient 
Neapolis), once named “Christoupolis” 
after being the first European city to accept 
Christianity. It was here that St Paul, St Timothy 
and St Silas first landed from Troas (Acts 16:11), 
one of the foundational moments in the history 
of Christianity. 
Mass Setting: Thessaloniki. 
Kavala overnight (BD)

DAY 7: VIA PHILIPPI TO THESSALONIKI
The Philippians - Here Paul founded the first 
European church in Philippi and Lydia was 
baptised as the first European convert to 
Christianity. 
Journey out to Philippi, named after Philip 
II, father of Alexander the Great. It was here 
that St Paul won his first European convert, a 
woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira 
(Acts 16:12-40). Visit the Baptistery of Lydia for 
a beautiful outdoor Mass in this breathtaking 
oasis on the River Zygaktis, and to renew 
our Baptismal vows. Visit the market place 
(where St Paul and St Silas were brought before 
the rulers) and the cistern which tradition 
identifies as the place where St Paul was 
imprisoned. In the ancient theatre we will hear 
the story of Paul’s arrest, imprisonment  and 
miraculous release.
We depart Philippi and journey east along 
the ancient route of the Apostle Paul via 
Amphipolis (Acts 17:1) where we view the ruins 
of many Christian basilicas.
Mass Setting: Outdoors at Baptistry of Lydia. 
Thessaloniki overnight (BD)

DAY 8: VIA ISLAND OF KOS TO PATMOS  
Return to Athens this morning and fly to the 
beautiful Island of Kos rich in Greek and 
Roman landmarks and boasting a quaint 
harbour dominated by the Neratzia Castle. 
Visited by St Paul on an overnight stop on 
route from Miletus to Rhodes, Kos had a 
reputation as a Centre of Healing evidenced 
here by the archaeological site of Asklepion 
(the god of healing) founded by Hippocrates 
in the 3rd Century BC.  During our afternoon 
visit, we will see the Church of the Visitation, 
Monastery of St John, the Church of the Lamb 
of God among other sites.
Enjoy some free time to wander through 
the streets of the Old City to catch a bargain 
before a meal in a local Taverna together. In 
the evening we will take a passage by Ferry to 
arrive later into the Holy Island of Patmos for 
our privileged two night stay.
Mass Setting: Church of the Lamb of God, Kos. 
Patmos overnight (BD)

DAY 9: PATMOS DAY (Rev 1:4)
We begin our tour with a walking tour of the 
main square of the village of Chora. This is the 
traditional settlement and capital of Patmos 
where the narrow streets were designed to 
ward off pirates over the centuries. Ascend 
to the Monastery of St John the Beloved, a 
huge fortress-like building dating from the 11th 
century, for a visit and celebration of Mass. 

 Our exploration of this living monastery 
will culminate with time in the actual Cave of 
Revelation where God chose to reveal to St 
John the mysteries of the last book of the Bible 
- the Apocalypse.
Enjoy a leisurely afternoon before a lively 
night in a Greek Taverna as we soak in the 
atmosphere of this amazing island.
Mass Setting: Monastery of St John the Beloved. 
Patmos overnight (BD)

CONTINUED 

Ephesus

PatmosMykonos

Rhodes
Santorini

Athens

Crete

4 Greek Island Cruise+

ITINERARY A

ITINERARY B

Jun & Sep 2020

May, Jul & Oct 2020

“My respect for St Paul was enhanced  
by his dogged determination and belief  

in what he was preaching. He was a smart 
… determined man.”  — Ian Ronchi

EPHESUS
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POST ST PAUL TOUR OPTION 
ST PAUL IN MALTA

3 NIGHTS/ 4 DAYS

2020 TOURS: JUL • OCT 
2021 TOURS: ALL DEPARTURES

DAY 12: ARRIVE MALTA
Upon arrival at Malta International Airport we 
will be met and transferred to our hotel for 
check-in. Christianity has existed almost 2,000 
years in Malta, brought to the island by no less 
than the Apostle Paul himself in 60 AD. 
Malta overnight (BD)

DAY 13: VALLETTA • ST PAUL’S ISLAND • 
RABAT • MDINA
This morning we walk into the city of Valletta. 
Visit the Auberges built by the Knights and St 
John. We enter St John’s Co-Cathedral and 
view the impressive and miraculous Crucifix 
at Ta’Giezu Church – the head of which is 
said to be made by angels. Continue to the St 
Paul Shipwreck Church where we will view 
two relics of St Paul. 
Proceed to St Paul’s Bay where a short boat 
trip takes us to the island where the Apostle 
was shipwrecked. Return to the mainland 
where we view St Paul’s Bonfire Church. 
En route to Rabat visit the miraculous Church 
of Our Lady of the Assumption in Mosta 
where during World War II a 500 kilogram 
bomb penetrated the dome and hit the inside 
of the church. Continue to Rabat to enter St 
Paul’s Grotto where St Paul lived during his 
short stay in Malta. We celebrate Mass here 
and visit the catacombs dedicated to him. 
After a short walk into Mdina, visit St Paul’s 
Cathedral which will be another highlight of 
our day’s trip. 
Malta overnight (BD)

DAY 14: GOZO DAY TRIP 
Travel by ferry to the sister island of Gozo. 
Visit the Church of St John La Rotunda and 
walk up the steps to the Gozo Citadel which 
is a medieval city and the capital of Gozo. 
Visit St George’s Basilica, then on to the 
miraculous Ta’Pinu Shrine for Mass.  
Malta overnight (BD)

DAY 15: DEPART MALTA
Transfer to the airport for our homebound or 
ongoing flight connections. (B)

PRICES 2020 2021

COST ADD-ON †
twin share $1,790 $1,890

SINGLE ROOM
supplement $540 $590

PREPAID TIPPING
per person/per day $14 $14

† Including Inter-Europe airfare to Malta.

PRE ST PAUL TOUR OPTION 
ISTANBUL & GALLIPOLI

3 NIGHTS/ 4 DAYS

2020 TOURS: MAY • JUN • SEP* • OCT 
2021 TOURS: ALL DEPARTURES

DAY 1: ARRIVE TURKEY
Arrive into Istanbul – a glorious city uniquely 
positioned on two continents. 
Istanbul overnight (D)

DAY 2: ISTANBUL EXPLORATION 
Full day tour including the Blue Mosque, Hagia 
Sophia (meaning ‘Holy Wisdom’ and once an 
early Christian church); onwards to Topkapi 
Palace. City cruise on the Bosphorus with 
majestic views of Ottoman Palaces, Byzantine 
fortresses, Beylerbeyi Palace and Suleimans 
Mosque.
Our afternoon will include a visit to the 
spectacular Grand Bazaar, with over 4000 
shops in the one market place. 
Istanbul overnight (BD)

DAY 3: VIA ANZAC COVE TO CANAKKALE 
Departing Istanbul we travel west to the 
Gallipoli Peninsula where 7594 Australian and 
2431 New Zealand soldiers lost their lives in 
battle during World War I. 
We tour the relevant landmarks here this 
afternoon at Anzac Cove including the Lone 
Pine Cemetery where we will celebrate Mass. 
We come in faith to pay tribute and pray for 
the souls of the heroes of those tragic months 
of 1915.  
Canakkale overnight (BD)

DAY 4: CANAKKALE TO GREECE (B)
Enjoy a restful morning in the ancient seaport 
of Canakkale overlooking the Dardanelles 
waterway at their narrowest point of entry. 
Return to Istanbul airport this afternoon for 
our onward flight to Greece.

PRICES 2020 2021

COST ADD-ON †
twin share $1,390 $1,490

SINGLE ROOM
supplement $350 $390

PREPAID TIPPING
per person/per day $14 $14

† Including Inter-Europe airfare from Istanbul to Athens.

* For September 2020 only, this option will operate after the 
St Paul Pilgrimage based on a 4-night extended program at a 
small additional supplement. Ask Harvest for more details.

TOUR DETAILS
2020 DATES & PRICES *

TOUR
CODE

BEGINS:
Athens

ENDS: TWIN SHARE 
Tour only / AUD

SP0120 Mon 18 May
ITINERARY B  

29 May 
ATHENS

$4,890 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

SP0520 
Tue 16 Jun

ITINERARY A
27 Jun 
IZMIR

$4,790 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

SP0220 
Mon 13 Jul

ITINERARY B  

24 Jul 
ATHENS

$4,890 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

SP0320 Tue 01 Sep
ITINERARY A

12 Sep 
IZMIR

$4,890 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

SP0420 Mon 12 Oct
ITINERARY B

23 Oct 
ATHENS

$4,890 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

SINGLE ROOM SUPPLEMENT 
ITINERARY A  $1,350    
ITINERARY B  $950† + CRUISE TBA 

* EXTRA ADD-ONS 
A  TIPS: $168 ($14 x 12 days)   
B  TIPS ON TOUR / CRUISE &    

       PORT TAXES: $390 Total

† Single Berth cabin are strictly limited and at premium 
supplement, subject to availability at time of booking. 

 = Oberammergau 2020 optional add-on available.

2021 DATES & PRICES *

SP0121 Tue 18 May
ITINERARY A

29 May 
IZMIR

$4,990 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

SP0221 Mon 12 Jul
ITINERARY B

23 Jul 
ATHENS

$4,990 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

SP0321 Tue 07 Sep
ITINERARY A

18 Sep 
IZMIR

$4,890 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

SP0421 Mon 04 Oct
ITINERARY B

15 Oct 
ATHENS

$4,990 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

SINGLE ROOM SUPPLEMENT 
ITINERARY A  $1,390    
ITINERARY B  $990† + CRUISE TBA 

* EXTRA ADD-ONS 
A  TIPS: $168 ($14 x 12 days) OR   
B  TIPS ON TOUR / CRUISE &    

       PORT TAXES: $390 Total

AIR & TOUR PRICES FROM: $6,780 per person. 
See harvestjourneys.com for full details. 
NB: indicative prices for 2021

Full list of INCLUSIONS see page 46

DAY 10: PATMOS TO KUSADASI
Depart Patmos today by private Charter Vessel 
to Kusadasi, gateway to Ephesus and the 
Churches of Revelation.
Mass Setting: Patmos. 
Kusadasi overnight (BD)

DAY 11: EPHESUS DAY (Acts 18:19-21)
The Ephesians - The It was to the Christian 
community of Ephesus that St Paul wrote his 
greatest and most challenging letter and also 
succeeded in converting many away from worship 
of the god Artemis.
We travel directly to Ephesus this morning, 
the most famous of the Seven Churches of 
Revelation (Rev 2:1-7) where St Paul spent 
more than two years in his missionary journey. 
Our visit today will include the ruins where St 
Paul lived and preached. See the prison of St 
Paul; walk through the ancient marble streets 
founded in the 10th century BC and see this 
most ‘complete’ Roman city providing us with 
an excellent window into Imperial Rome. See 
the Temple of Hadrian, the Library of Celsus, 
the enormous amphitheatre (Acts 19:29-31).
We ascend the hill to the House of the Virgin 
Mary   where it is said Mary spent the later 
years of her life. We celebrate our group Mass 
here in one of the chapels. Finally, we visit the 
restored remains of the 6th century Basilica of 
St John at Celcuk where a small church was 
originally built over the tomb of St John the 
Evangelist.
Mass Setting: House of the Virgin Mary. 
Kusadasi overnight (BD)

DAY 12: DEPART TURKEY (OR EXTEND)

BOOK NOW

1800 819 156

www.harvestjourneys.com
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FINDING Renewal IN THE RUINS

Meteora

“All his words and sayings are quite special,” 
says Lillian Ayoub, whose curiosity about St 
Paul’s conversion and interpretation of the 
Gospel message led her to cross the globe to 
follow his missionary path through Greece 
and Turkey. 
Though a seasoned traveller, travelling with 
Harvest was Lillian’s first experience on an 
organised pilgrimage. “I’ve done lots of tours 
before but I’ve never experienced anything 
like this,” she says. “It’s a spiritual and 
historical journey, and you get to experience 
it all. It was a perfect balance and was really 
very uplifting.” 

By boat and coach, Lillian travelled under 
the bright blues of the Mediterranean 
skyline, starting out at Corinth and exploring 
sandstone ruins and towering pillars in 
multiple ancient cities. “It made me realise we 
are incredibly blessed to have had so many 
people walk before us who paved the way,” 
she says. 
Having the opportunity to explore the north 
of Greece and walk leisurely through smaller 
towns along the way to major historic sites, 
was a highlight for Lillian. “It was great to visit 
Philippi, Thessaloniki too; the archaeological 
sites, the mosaics – all places and things I just 
wouldn’t think to go and see.” 

Even those who aren’t 
familiar with St Paul’s mission 
establishing the early Church 
will know at least some 
of his writings. Whether 
it’s the passages about 
uncompromising love in his 
letter to the Corinthians, or his 
encouragement to pray without 
ceasing in his letter to the 
Thessalonians, St Paul’s epistles 
are often quoted and shared – 
thousands of years after they 
were first written and read. 

Words by Joy Adan Among those hidden treasures was the 
humble, stone cottage on top of the Bulbul 
mountain, in Turkey. “The House of the 
Virgin Mary,” explains Lillian. “That place 
was very special.” As a mother herself, Lillian 
discovered a new dimension to her faith in 
that Marian sanctuary. 
It was also her first time travelling by herself, 
and after decades of working as a nurse and 
caring for others first, the trip was a welcome 
opportunity to focus on her own spiritual 
experience. “I had downtime to focus on 
what was happening around me, to do a 
lot of reflecting and meditation, and I could 
engage with people when I wanted to.  

EDITORIAL: GREECE & TURKEY

I had downtime to focus 
on what was happening 
around me, to do a lot 
of reflecting.
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Everybody was understanding and shared 
a deeper knowledge of the different things 
they had experienced.”

Among Lillian’s group of travellers was 
Michael Vainauskas, who was travelling with 
his wife on their third pilgrimage. “The priest 
we travelled with prepared us before we 
would arrive at the historical sites, extracting 
bits from the Bible that we might have heard 
at home during Mass. It helped join the dots,” 
he explains. “Unless you’re really into history 
you wouldn’t be prepared to create those 
links yourself – but bringing it to life was 
something quite amazing.” 
The tour group traipsed across the ruins in 
Ephesus, soaking in the colossal remains 
of the Temple of Hadrian and the Library 
of Celsus. They stopped where the Third 
Ecumenical Council proclaimed Jesus as one 
person, both human and divine, and Mary as 
the Virgin Mother in 431AD. 
“What brings it to life is when someone says 
that two thousand years ago, in this very 
place you’re sitting, this significant event 
happened… it makes you realise those 
actions had an impact on the world as it 
stands today. It’s very educational, even 
outside the Christian faith,” Michael says. 
“I didn’t go there with the aim of renewal 
of faith, but after being there you do have 
that renewal because of the connection you 
experience.”  

House of the Virgin Mary

It opened my eyes and 
ears to a whole lot of 
precious things around 
the world.

I didn’t go there with 
the aim of renewal of 
faith, but after being 
there you do have that 
renewal because of 
the connection you 
experience.

I walked with St Paul 
throughout this journey 
and learned more about 
Jesus in so many ways. 

Pilgrims share a meal in Greece

I’ve never travelled on my own before and I 
was surprised and proud of myself for having 
done it. It was really special,” she says. 
“Engaging with the group was fantastic as 
well. I never felt alone. Travelling with like-
minded people was really special; you feel 
that warmth and love of Christianity. 

For Lillian, the spiritual connection with the 
early Church is one she will carry with her 
long after returning home. “It opened my 
eyes and ears to a whole lot of precious 
things around the world. I would recommend 
it to anyone who needs their own time 
and space to grow; I grew so much on this 
trip,” Lillian explains. “I walked with St Paul 
throughout this journey and learned more 
about Jesus in so many ways. Visiting the 
places where St Paul went, and being able to 
relate these to places I’ve heard about during 
Mass, to understand what he and other 
disciples would have gone through, to walk 
the path they followed that we now follow 
today… it was just so amazing.”




