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Treasures  of ItalyTOUR 2

Not only is Italy a land of unforgettable charm and beauty, it is also a land made 
rich in grace by its colourful history of holy men and women. Follow their paths 
etched into our faith heritage from the great Christian centre of Rome to sacred 
towns made famous by St Benedict, St Francis, St Catherine and St Clare.

Rome (3 Nights) • Montecassino • Pompeii 
• Sorrento (2) • Amalfi Coast • Tivoli • Assisi 
(2) • Siena • Florence (2) • Ravenna • Padua 
(2) • Venice

pilgrim highlights

 + Begin a 3 night exploration of the 
Eternal City from St Peter’s Square to 
the Catacombs as we unearth the rich 
traditions of our Church.

 + Pray before the relics of St Benedict, 
founder of western monasticism and his 
sister St Scholastica in Montecassino.

 + Be awestruck at the beauty of the Amalfi 
Coast with a relaxed stay in Sorrento as 
we explore the magnificent scenery of 
Italy’s favourite corner.

 + Travel back in time to encounter the 
living presence of St Francis as we dwell 
for 2 nights in the hillside village of Assisi.

 + Soak in the inspiration of Florence, one 
of the great art capitals of the world.

 + Enjoy a generous 2 night stay in Padua 
alongside the great Basilica and tomb of 
St Anthony.

SYMBOLS Mass Setting: Preferred site
(B) = Breakfast (L) = Lunch (D) = Dinner 

 = Time Out - Planned site for extended 
opportunity for prayer & reflection

12
DAYS

from (AUD)

$4,590 22 
MEALS

air inclusive from

$6,580 DAILY
MASSES

DAY 1: ARRIVE ROME
Welcome to Rome. Join with pilgrims this 
evening for a Welcome Dinner.
Rome overnight (D)

DAY 2: ROME PILGRIMAGE – PAPAL & 
PEOPLE CELEBRATIONS 
Participate in the General Audience with Pope 
Francis in St Peter’s Square. In the afternoon, 
visit the impressive St Mary Major Basilica. 
Onwards to the Basilica of St John in Lateran

 (First Papal residence) and the adjacent 
Holy Stairs brought from Jerusalem to Rome in 
326AD by St Helena (as a favourite of pilgrims, 
these steps may only be ascended on the knees). 
Visit the Basilica of Santa Croce in 
Gerusalemme with its extraordinary collection 
of relics from the Holy Land.
Mass Setting: St Mary Major Basilica. 
Rome overnight (BD)

DAY 3: ROME PILGRIMAGE – SAINTS & MARTYRS
Celebrate this morning a spectacular Mass at 
St Peter’s Basilica before coming to the nearby 
Vatican Museums. Wander the spectacular 
chambers leading to the Sistine Chapel to 
view Michelangelo’s masterpieces, including 
the magnificent fresco of the Last Judgment. 
Continue through to the awe inspiring St. 
Peter’s Basilica, the largest church in the world 
for an informative exploration. 
Journey this afternoon out to the majestic 
Basilica of St Paul Outside the Walls to learn 
more about the Church’s greatest evengelist.

 Continue to the ancient Catacombs for 
a memorable guided tour to marvel at these 
underground burial tunnels for Christians 
and Hebrews. We will then dine out at the 
fabulous L’Eau Vive French Restaurant – run 
by Carmelite Missionary Nuns who will actually 
sing to us!
Mass Setting: St Peter’s Basilica. 
Rome overnight (BD)

DAY 4: MONTECASSINO • POMPEII • SORRENTO
Heading south we firstly wind our way up 
to the spectacular mountaintop Abbey 
of Montecassino,  founded in 529 by St 
Benedict, patron saint of Europe. We come as 
pilgrims to pray before the relics of St Benedict 
and his sister, St Scholastica. The museum 
displays examples of medieval monastic art. 
Departing Montecassino we continue south 
to Pompeii, the city which was petrified 
and engulfed by the volcanic eruption of Mt 
Vesuvius in 79AD. On tour here we make a 
special visit to the Shrine of the Blessed Virgin 

of the Holy Rosary. Travel on to our hotel in 
spectacular Sorrento as we catch our first 
glimpses of Italy’s finest coastline.
Mass Setting: Montecassino Basilica. 
Sorrento overnight (BD)

DAY 5: AMALFI COAST 
Today we will visit the stunning Amalfi 
Coast, widely considered one of the most 
beautiful coastlines in the world as we follow 
the 34 miles of winding roads, including the 
breathtaking Positano and Amalfi and its 
sacred Catherdal of St Andrew. 
Some free time for lunch before arriving in 
Ravello, our last stop on the Amalfi coast.  View 
the Gulf of Salerno and its beautiful coastline. 
Enjoy the landscape on return to Sorrento.
Mass Setting: St Andrew’s Cathedral. 
Sorrento overnight (BD)

DAY 6: VIA TIVOLI TO ASSISI 
After breakfast we depart the Amalfi Coast, 
journeying north by coach to Tivoli, and stroll 
the beautiful Renaissance gardens at Villa 
d’Este . Marvel at the frescoes and fountains 
as we explore this amazing site.
Journey through scenic Umbrian countryside 
to the pilgrimage centre of Assisi, where St 
Francis tended the poor and sick and founded 
the Franciscan Order. 
On arrival in this medieval hillside town 
we will visit the Basilica of St Mary of the 
Angels down on the plains where St Francis 
spent most of his life. Here we will see the 
Portiuncula where St. Francis returned for 
prayer, the thornless rose bush, and the 
chapel where he died in 1226.
Mass Setting: Basilica of St Mary of the Angels. 
Assisi overnight (BD)

DAY 7: ASSISI
This morning we awake to the sound of chapel 
bells, cobblestone footsteps and the tangible 
spirit of St Francis preserved in this holy town. 
After breakfast we enjoy a guided tour through 
some of the town’s highlights including: the 
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tranquil Church of San Damiano and the 
actual chapel where it all began when the voice 
of Christ spoke to Francis in the year 1205.

 Culminate today up at the Hermitage 
(Eremo delle Carceri), an oasis of peace and 
tranquillity in the woods built on the site of a 
simple cave where St Francis often withdrew to 
spend many hours in prayer. 
We end our tour at the Basilica of St Clare 
where we will proceed to the side chapel to 
pray before the Holy Crucifix from which God 
spoke to Francis “Go and repair my Church 
which as you see is in ruins”.
Mass Setting: Church of San Damiano. 
Assisi overnight (BD)

DAY 8: VIA SIENA TO FLORENCE
We conclude our time in Assisi’s upper town 
with Mass and a guided exploration of the 
buzzing Basilica of St Francis which occupies 
the entire western end of the upper town. 
The Upper Basilica houses the famous fresco 
cycle of the life of St Francis, before our tour 
descends to the crypt of the Lower Basilica 
where Francis’ body was laid in 1230.
Departing Assisi we travel west to Italy’s 
loveliest medieval city, Siena, birthplace of 
Saints Catherine and Bernadine. Upon arrival 
we will visit St Dominic’s Basilica and view the 
incorrupt head of St Catherine, the mystical 
bride of Christ. 
After visiting the medieval Cathedral of Siena 
(1263), dedicated to Holy Mary of the Assumption, 
we depart Siena and journey north to Florence, 
the art capital of the world and home to superb 
churches, galleries and museums. 
Mass Setting: Basilica of St Francis. 
Florence overnight (BD)

DAY 9: FLORENCE 
Our tour of Florence begins today with Mass at 
the Church of Santa Croce before continuing 
to the Academy of Fine Arts containing many 
treasures, including Michelangelo’s statue of 
David. We will visit the Ponte Vecchio and the 
Duomo, whose magnificent dome was created 
by Brunelleschi. Across the way are Ghiberti’s 
celebrated bronze doors to the Baptistery, so 
lovely that they are commonly known as ‘The 
Gates of Paradise’. Enjoy some free time in the late 
afternoon to browse the bazaars, explore or rest. 
Mass Setting: Church of Santa Croce. 
Florence overnight (BD)

DAY 10: VIA RAVENNA TO PADUA 
We farewell Florence today, journeying north 
to Ravenna, once the capital of the Western 
Roman Empire some 1,500 years ago. The 
city’s rare mosaics are thought to be the best 
preserved in Europe and our visit to the Basilica 
of San Vitale will give evidence to this reality.
Travel on to Padua, home to St Anthony, the 
renowned patron saint of lost articles. Originally 
from Lisbon, Anthony came to Italy where his 
gift of preaching brought many to conversion.
On arrival we enjoy a guided tour and Mass in 
the Basilica of St Anthony including the Chapel 
of the Reliquaries and St Anthony’s tomb. 
Mass Setting: Basilica of St Anthony. 
Padua overnight (BD)

DAY 11: VENICE DAY
Today we travel out to Venice, known as 
Europe’s most romantic destination. As we 
board our boat transfer we enjoy our first 
glimpses of this unique city. Our time here 
begins with Mass in St Mark’s Basilica, built to 
house the saint’s remains. Our guided walking 
tour includes St Mark’s Square and its famous 
monuments. 
Mass Setting: St Mark’s Basilica. 
Padua overnight (BD)

DAY 12: DEPART ITALY (B)

Priest travels free

PARISH PLAN
See page 10/11 for more details

Tour details
2020 DATES & PRICES

TOUR
CODE

BEGINS:
Rome

ENDS:
Venice

TWIN SHARE  
Tour Only

TI0120 Tue 12 May 23 May $4,690 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

TI0220 Tue 16 Jun 27 Jun $4,690 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

TI0320 Tue 08 Sep 19 Sep $4,690 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

TI0420 Tue 13 Oct 24 Oct $4,590 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

SINGLE ROOM 
$850 Supplement

PREPAID TIPPING 
$14 per person/per day

2021 DATES & PRICES*

TI0121 Tue 11 May 22 May $4,890 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

TI0221 Wed 16 Jun 27 Jun $4,890 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

TI0321 Tue 07 Sep 18 Sep $4,890 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

TI0421 Tue 12 Oct 23 Oct $4,790 + AIRFARE  
   OPTION

SINGLE ROOM 
$910 Supplement

PREPAID TIPPING 
$14 per person/per day

AIR & TOUR PRICES FROM: $6,580 per person. 
See harvestjourneys.com for full details. 
*indicative

 = Oberammergau 2020 optional add-on available

Full list of INCLUSIONS see page 46

“Harvest leaves nothing to chance, 
challenges your imagination and 

enhances your spiritual development.”  
— Nick & Mimi Romeo

VENICE SIENA



For Maria Shantharam, 
experiencing the site of  
Vatican City - The Eternal City 
- with its sea of travertine 
paving, towering colonnades 
and angelic sculptures, was like 
taking a trip in a time machine. 
“It was like stepping into an 
early civilisation. All of our 
histories came rushing to my 
mind,” she says. “I immediately 
felt peace within me.”

That moment sparked the beginning of 
a physical, cultural and spiritual journey 
discovering the many treasures of Maria’s 
Catholic heritage. “My family began teaching 
me about my faith from the day I was born,” 
she explains. “Walking into St Peter’s Square, 
I felt the freedom to explore all that I was 
taught to believe. Like I had the chance to ask 
myself what I really wanted to believe.” 
Away from the crowds in the piazza, Maria’s 
pilgrim group explored St Peter’s Basilica and 
the Vatican Museums, marvelling at frescos, 
sculptures and religious relics that highlight 
the rich, long history of the Catholic faith. 

For Gerald McCormack, the size of these 
historic structures and the sheer volume 
of artworks and artefacts within them was 
staggering. “The history of the place, its age, 
and the magnificence of what was all there 
moved me the most,” he says. “When we first 
landed in Italy, our guide more or less said 
the building we were looking at was three or 
four hundred years old, which to them was 
fairly new. Then you think of Australia, which 
is just a couple of hundred years old and our 
buildings get knocked down and replaced 
after a few decades. Such a difference.”  
Seeing Michelangelo’s famous ceiling in the 
Sistine Chapel was a highlight. “I couldn’t 
quite believe how a person who claimed that 
he wasn’t an artist could get up there and 
paint that ceiling and create such wonderful 
work,” He says. “I’m multi-colour blind, so 
things can sort of blend in together and it can 
be hard to appreciate what is there. But that 
chapel was marvellous.”

Words by Joy Adan

Pope Francis

 WHEN History MEETS THE  Holy
EDITORIAL: ITALIAN SHRINES
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Walking into St Peter’s 
Square, I felt the freedom 
to explore all that I was 
taught to believe. 



So too, was the opportunity to see the Holy 
Father host the General Audience. “The feeling 
that here I was in the Vatican at long last, and 
seeing the Pope stands out in my memory.” 
Having a local guide and spiritual chaplain 
unpacking the historical and spiritual 
significance of each site made a big impact 
on Gerald’s pilgrim experience. “I wouldn’t 
have done it on my own – I couldn’t have. I 
would have turned north instead of south, 
east instead of west, and would have been 
confused continually,” he laughs. 
From Rome, pilgrims travelled south to 
explore the ancient ruins of Pompeii, then 
down the Amalfi Coast to soak in the sweet, 
Mediterranean sea breeze and horizon, 
before arriving in Assisi. Here, Maria was 
reminded of her favourite line from one of 
the first prayers she learnt as a child, “Lord, 
make me an instrument of thy peace.” 
While celebrating a private Mass in the 
candlelit stone crypt where the tomb of St 
Francis lies, Maria cried hot, heavy tears.  

Assisi

Gerald in Assisi

Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore, Florence

“It was the loneliness of missing those 
who’ve departed us, thinking if only they 
were there to see this too,” she explains. “My 
heart poured out an unexplainable feeling, a 
moment that can be defined by me but not 
with words.” 

Those intense emotions were tempered with 
the peace she found while retreating in the 
shady greenery in Eremo Delle Carceri, the 
forest oasis where St Francis was known to 
have spent time in prayer and contemplation. 
Inside the Basilica of St Clare Maria, knelt 
before the original crucifix from which Jesus 
spoke to St Francis, telling him to repair His 
Church. “It was as if I was floating on a cloud,” 
Maria says. “I thank God for giving me the 
opportunity to witness this and enjoy such a 
blessing.”  

From Assisi, the pilgrims travelled to the 
artistic capital of Florence. Maria was 
awestruck at every turn – from the gelato 
on the cobblestone streets and the sunset 
on the terracotta skyline to the intricate 
paintings and sculptures inside the Duomo. 
“I felt like I was in a movie. I was 
overwhelmed by the beauty, the people, the 
culture, everything,” she says. “The narrow 
streets, the brick foundations, the taste of 
the food and the drink, everyone’s laughter 
and expression, the atmosphere… I was just 
so inspired. There was so much to see and 
discover. Like God was my map and I had to 
use all five senses to find everything He had 
for me.” 

God was my map and I 
had to use all five senses 
to find everything He 
had for me.

I thank God for giving 
me the opportunity to 
witness this and enjoy 
such a blessing.

My heart poured out an 
unexplainable feeling.




