
14 
DAYS

The Acts of the Apostles come alive as we join St Paul and his companions in the 
places of his Second Missionary Journey and rediscover the faith and struggles 
of the early Christian communities. Rekindle our passion for the Gospels as we 
capture afresh the fervour and spirit of the Church’s greatest Evangelist.

Journeys of St Paul
& the Cities of the 
Book of Revelation

DEPARTS WEDNESDAY 7 APRIL 2027 •  14 DAYS / 13 NIGHTS
Athens (3) • Ancient Corinth • Kalambaka (1) • Meteora • Thessaloniki (2) • Philippi 
• Kavala • Izmir • Kusadasi (3) • Ephesus • Pergamum • Canakkale (1) • Gallipoli 
• Istanbul (3) • Optional Extension: Cappadocia (3)

THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF THE UPPER BLUE MOUNTAINS

Accompanied by 
Fr John McSweeney

& Harvest Representative 
Monica Mansour

Old Meteora Monasteries



DAY 1: WEDNESDAY 7 APRIL 2027 - ARRIVE 
ATHENS
Athens today is the thriving capital of Greece, 
but, more importantly, we have entered the 
world of the New Testament where St Paul 
and his companions established the first 
Christian communities throughout his four 
missionary journeys.
On arrival in Athens, we will be met and 
transferred to our centrally located hotel.
Athens overnight (D)

DAY 2: THURSDAY 8 APRIL - ATHENS 
We begin our pilgrimage with a tour of 
Christian Athens including the Acropolis, 
the Areopagus where St Paul delivered his 
famous sermon about the identity of “the 
Unknown God” (Acts 17:15-34). View the 
Ancient Agora and the Plaka (Old Greece) 
and explore the Parthenon. Also see the 
Kallimármaro Stadium, dating back to 
330BC and restored for the first modern 
Olympic Games held here in 1896.
We continue to the fascinating Acropolis 
Museum, built to house every artefact 
found on the rock of the acropolis and 
the surrounding slopes. Proceed to the 
Cathedral of St Dennis for Mass.
Athens overnight (BD)

DAY 3: FRIDAY 9 APRIL - ANCIENT CORINTH 
Journey out to Ancient Corinth where the 
apostle Paul lived for almost two years, 
teaching the people the Word of God and 
converting many. Visit the ancient ruins 
and see the site where he preached the 
Gospel from the Rostrum. See the Peirene 
fountain, and the 6th century BC Temple 
of Apollo before an outdoor Mass in this 
stunning pilgrimage setting. Finally, we come 
to Cenchreae, the ancient port from where 
St Paul said farewell to the believers and 

departed for Ephesus (Acts 18:18).
Return to Athens this afternoon for free time.
Athens overnight (B)

DAY 4: SATURDAY 10 APRIL - TO METEORA
We journey north early this morning to 
Meteora, where we spend some time today 
marveling at this unique phenomenon of 
nature – 24 perpendicular rocks where 600 
years ago Byzantine monks chose to worship 
God and build their Monastic community of 
Meteora. We will visit some of these living 
monasteries and view the extraordinary 
collection of priceless religious frescoes 
and other treasures that will make this a 
remarkable visit.
Proceed to the small town of Kalambaka 
built at the foot of the majestic grey rocks.
Kalambaka overnight (BD)

DAY 5: SUNDAY 11 APRIL -  THESSALONIKI
Today we journey north to Thessaloniki, 
founded in 315 BC, where St Paul preached 
during the winters of 49-50AD and to 
whom he wrote the two epistles. It was 
here that he established the first Christian 
Church in Europe.
Our visit will include the triumphal Arch of 
Galerius, the Roman Agora where St Paul 
preached, and the Rotunda where remnants 
of the pulpit from which he preached can still 
be seen. Nearby we shall visit St Demetrios’ 
Church dedicated to a Roman soldier who 
converted to Christianity and was later 
martyred. View its valuable mosaics and 
frescoes before descending into the crypt 
where we find the remains of some ancient 
Roman baths and streets.
Thessaloniki overnight (BD)

DAY 6: MONDAY 12 APRIL - PHILIPPI & 
KAVALA 
Arise and journey along the ancient route 
of the Apostle Paul to nearby Philippi, 
named after Philip II, father of Alexander the 
Great. It was here that St Paul won his first 

pilgrim highlights

	+ Walk in the footsteps of St Paul at the 
Areopagus, where he preached to the 
Athenians about the “Unknown God”.

	+ Be awed by the towering rock 
monasteries of Meteora, where 
Byzantine monks built their sanctuaries 
among the clouds. Witness sacred art 
and centuries of spiritual devotion.

	+ Renew your baptismal vows at the river 
where Lydia was converted by St Paul. 
Visit the prison site of Paul and Silas and 
the ancient city where Christianity took 
root in Europe.

	+ Walk the marble streets of Ephesus, 
seeing where St Paul lived and preached, 
and visit the amphitheatre, Library of 
Celsus, and Basilica of the Ecumenical 
Council.

	+ Celebrate Mass at the peaceful hilltop 
shrine where the Virgin Mary is believed 
to have lived, then visit the tomb of 
St John the Evangelist at the Basilica 
in Selçuk.

	+ Sail along the Gallipoli coast and 
commemorate the ANZAC sacrifice 
with a special Eucharist at Lone Pine 
Cemetery, a moment of deep prayer 
and remembrance.

(B) = Breakfast (L) = Lunch (D) = Dinner 

Athens (3) • Ancient Corinth • Kalambaka (1) 
• Meteora • Thessaloniki (2) • Philippi • Kavala 
• Izmir • Kusadasi (3) • Ephesus • Pergamum 
• Canakkale (1) • Gallipoli • Istanbul (3). 
Optional Extension: Cappadocia (3)

Athens Kavala
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European convert, a woman named Lydia, 
from the city of Thyatira (Acts 16:12-40). 
Visit the Baptistery of Lydia for a beautiful 
outdoor Mass on the River Zygaktis 
and renew our Baptismal vows. Visit the 
marketplace (where St Paul and St Silas were 
brought before the rulers) and the cistern, 
the place where St Paul was imprisoned. 
In the ancient theatre we will hear the 
story of Paul’s arrest, imprisonment and 
miraculous release.
Continue along the ancient route of 
the Apostle Paul to the port city of 
Kavala (ancient Neapolis), once named 
“Christoupolis” after being the first European 
city to accept Christianity. It was here that St 
Paul, St Timothy and St Silas first landed from 
Troas (Acts 16:11), one of the great moments 
in the history of Christianity in Europe.
Thessaloniki overnight (BD)

DAY 7: TUESDAY 13 APRIL - TO KUSADASI 
VIA ISTANBUL
Early this morning we are transferred to 
Thessaloniki airport for our flight to Izmir via 
Istanbul. Upon arrival we enjoy a brief view of 
the famed Church of St Polycarp. Following 
Mass at the Cathedral of St John we 
continue to Kusadasi, doorway to Ephesus 
and the Churches of Revelation.
Kusadasi overnight (BD)

DAY 8: WEDNESDAY 14 APRIL – EPHESUS
We travel directly to Ephesus this morning, 
the most famous of the Seven Churches of 
Revelation (Rev 2:1–7) where St Paul spent 
more than two years in the course of his third 
missionary journey. It was to the Christian 
community of Ephesus that St Paul wrote 
his greatest and most challenging letter (the 
epistle to the Ephesians) and also succeeded 
in converting many away from worship of the 
god Artemis.
Our visit today will include the ruins where 
St Paul lived and preached. See the prison 
of St Paul; walk through the ancient marble 
streets founded in the 10th century BC 

and see this most ‘complete’ Roman city 
providing us with an excellent window into 
Imperial Rome. Pass the Temple of Hadrian, 
the Library of Celsus, the enormous 
amphitheatre (Acts 19:29–31), and finally 
come to the ruins of the Christian Basilica 
where the Third Ecumenical Council took 
place in 431AD, and where Our Lady was 
proclaimed “Mother of God”.
Free time this afternoon.
Kusadasi overnight (BD)

DAY 9: THURSDAY 15 APRIL – THE HOUSE 
OF THE VIRGIN MARY
This morning, we ascend the hill to the 
House of the Virgin Mary where it is said 
Mary spent the later years of her life. We 
celebrate our group Mass here in one of 
the chapels. Finally, we visit the restored 
remains of the 6th century Basilica of 
St John at Celcuk where a small church 
was originally built over the tomb of St John 
the Evangelist.
Remainder of the day at leisure.
Kusadasi overnight (BD)

DAY 10: FRIDAY 16 APRIL - VIA PERGAMUM 
TO CANAKKALE
We journey north today and come to 
Pergamum, one of the most impressive 
classical sites in Turkey and another of the 
Churches of Revelation. Once described by 
St John as the place “where Satan has his 
throne”, (Rev 2:13) this too was the site where 
the first Christians were martyred by Rome 
(Rev 2:12-17). On arrival we will view the 
region’s longest building, the Red Basilica 
dedicated to St John the Apostle.
Continuing, we come to the city of 
Canakkale and our accommodation.
Canakkale overnight (BD)

DAY 11: SATURDAY 17 APRIL – GALLIPOLI 
TO ISTANBUL
This morning, we cross the Dardanelles 
Straight and pay tribute to the thousands of 

ANZAC’s that fought in Gallipoli.
First, weather permitting, we board a private 
charter vessel for a journey along the Gallipoli 
Peninsula where thousands of Australian and 
New Zealand soldiers lost their lives during 
World War I. See the Anzac Cove coastline 
from the water, offering a rare perspective of 
the troops landing on 25th April 1915. After 
disembarking, we visit Anzac Cove for time 
of reflection before driving past Courtney’s 
and Steele’s Post and Quinn’s Post. Visit 
the Nek, Chunuk Bair, the New Zealand 
Monuments and Lone Pine Cemetery 
where we will celebrate a touching Eucharist 
and pray for the souls of the heroes of 1915.
We then journey on to Istanbul – a glorious 
city uniquely located on two continents.
Istanbul overnight (BLD)

DAY 12: SUNDAY 18 APRIL – ISTANBUL
Following Mass this morning we visit the 
Blue Mosque and the incredible Hagia 
Sophia. Built in 548 AD, Hagia Sophia 
was the greatest Church in Christendom 
until 1453 when Constantinople fell to the 
Ottoman Empire. Continuing we visit the 
6th century Basilica Cistern, the largest 
of several hundred ancient cisterns that lie 
beneath the city.
We then visit the opulent Topkapi Palace, 
home of the Ottomans for nearly 400 years.
Istanbul overnight (BLD)

DAY 13: MONDAY 19 APRIL – ISTANBUL
Today is a free day to explore more hidden 
gems in Istanbul including the vibrant Grand 
Bazaar.
This evening, we enjoy a special farewell 
dinner together.
Istanbul overnight (BD)

DAY 14: TUESDAY 20 APRIL – DEPART 
ISTANBUL
This morning, we are transferred to Istanbul 
airport for our homebound flight connections 
or optional Cappadocia extension. (B)

Istanbul



BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES 
harvestjourneys.com/pv2726 
AU Free-Call: 1800 819 156
info@harvestjourneys.com 

INCLUDED

AIRFARES: Economy class airfare from 
Thessaloniki to Izmir via Istanbul & Istanbul to 
Cappadocia (extension only) - N.B. Airlines taxes 
are included on standard itinerary and subject 
to fluctuations.

ACCOMMODATION & MEALS: Based on 
4-5* hotel accommodation throughout with 
breakfast and dinner daily (dinner excluded 9 
April) & 2 lunches.

TOURING & TRANSPORTATION: Deluxe 
Air-Conditioned Motor coach with driver 
• Professional English Speaking Local Guide 
• Sightseeing & entrance fees throughout itinerary.

OTHER: Fully escorted by priest chaplain • Daily 
Masses • Porterage (1 piece of luggage per person, 
hotels only) • Harvest Travel Pack: backpack, travel 
wallet, pilgrim’s journal and sunbrella.

NOT INCLUDED
International airfares • Passport • Prepaid 
Tipping (invoiced separately) • Travel Insurance 
• Passport and visa costs (if applicable) • Other 
meals not stated • Drinks with meals • Items of 
personal nature.

PILGRIMAGE DETAILS
TOUR CODE PV2726

STARTS Wed, 7 April 2027

FINISHES Tue, 20 April 2027

LAND ONLY AUD $7790 (Twin Share) *

SINGLE ROOM AUD $2250 Supplement

PREPAID TIPPING AUD $280 Per Person

* Costs have been based on prices as at May 
2026 and must remain subject to possible change 
in the unlikely event of significant exchange 
rate variations, airfare & fuel increases, and 
minimum group size (30) contingencies.

Cappadocia  OPTIONAL EXTENSION 
DAY 14: TUESDAY 20 APRIL - ISTANBUL TO 
CAPPADOCIA
Today we will be transferred by coach to 
Istanbul airport for our domestic flight to the 
amazing Cappadocia region. On arrival we 
will be transferred to a Chapel built into the 
mountain by the early Christians at Avanos 
for a special Mass to commence our time 
here. We will then proceed to our hotel for 
check-in.
A visit to the Cappadocia region is like 
stepping into a fairy tale setting. The rocks 
of Cappadocia near Göreme eroded into 
hundreds of spectacular pillars and minaret-
like forms. The volcanic deposits from ancient 
volcanoes millions of years ago are soft rocks 
that the people of the villages at the heart of the 
Cappadocia region carved out to form houses, 
churches and monasteries. Göreme became a 
monastic centre between 300-1200 AD.
Cappadocia overnight (BD)

DAY 15: WEDNESDAY 21 APRIL - 
CAPPADOCIA
It is said that St Paul was looking for a secure 
place after he was expelled from Jerusalem. 
He came to this region and established its first 
Christian colony with his followers. Furthermore, 
St Gregory of Nyssa, one of the Cappadocian 
Fathers who lived in the area said, on his return 
from Palestine in 380 AD, that the Holy Spirit 
was not confined to Jerusalem, arguing ‘One 
might more justly consider that He dwelt in the 
Cappadocian nation more than anywhere else; 
for how many altars there are there – one could 
hardly count so many in all the rest of the world’.
We begin our day viewing pottery 
production using ancient and traditional 
techniques. See the extraordinary 
mushroom-shaped “Fairy Chimneys” 
in the Devrent Valley that are pieces of 
volcanic rocks that have been beaten and 
spectacularly shaped by the wind and rain.

Onwards through the scenic Rose Valley to 
the historic Chritian village of Çavuşin.
Visit Göreme, an “open-air” museum holding 
the earliest churches and carved chapels 
presenting the finest examples of Byzantine 
frescoes. Highlights here will be the Dark 
Church, St Barbara Church, Buckle Church 
and the Nunnery.
This afternoon travel to the marvellous 
construction of the Kaymakli Underground 
City which hid Christians from Arab invaders 
and view the Ortahisar Natural Rock Castle.
Cappadocia overnight (BD)

DAY 16: THURSDAY 22 APRIL  – 
CAPPADOCIA
After breakfast, you will embark on another 
captivating day in Cappadocia. Visit Zelve 
and Paşabağları (Monk’s Valley), famous for 
fairy chimneys and rock formations. Explore 
the Zelve Ruins, a former Christian religious 
center with mosques and monasteries.
Cappadocia overnight (BD)

DAY 17: FRIDAY 23 APRIL - DEPART TURKEY
This morning, we are transferred to the 
airport for our return flight to Istanbul and 
homebound flight connections. (B)

EXTENSION DETAILS
STARTS Tuesday, 20 April 2027

FINISHES Friday, 23 April 2027

COST ADD-ON $2590 (Twin Share) †

SINGLE ROOM $990 Supplement

PREPAID TIPPING $80 Per Person

† Includes: Economy Class group airfare 
Istanbul to Cappadocia / Deluxe Coach / Fully 
Escorted / Superior Hotel / Breakfasts & Dinners 
Daily / Entrances & Sightseeing. Minimum 
Group Size applies.


